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Maj. Gen. Martin E. Dempsey

Let me bepin by wishing each of vou a Happy New
Year.

As vou see, Ironside Magazine 1= back in acoon! We
intend Ironside Magazine o provide informanon on cur-
rent events in the Division and to tell the world what von
are doing.  Your patriotism, perseverance, hard work, per-
sonal sacofices, and numerons accomplishments deserve
recognition—and we intend to ensure vou get it Last vear,
Ironside Magmzine won several awards for excellence in
journalism. [t will continue to tell your story proadly.

As a Division, we're a little more than half-way through
our reconstitution program. 1 hard work reestablishing
the SOPs and svstems that define a Division after a 15-
month deplovment. For those of vou doing this hard work
in arms rooms, supply rocms, orderly rooms, and motor
pools—thanks. It important that we continue 10 work to
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get these areas of logisdes discipline “rght™ while we
have the chance to do so

Recently we learned that many of cur Soldiers will
return tor Irag later in the vear. God bless vou and yvour
tumilies for vour continued service to our nation in the
Crlobal War on Terror,

[ want to assure you that you will be traned and
ready, We will all be rraimed and ready. Thats the prn-
ciple on which we designed our Teee Warrier Progras.
We've caprured the lessons learned from our last de-
plovment, designed a training program, and asked ouer
superh corps of noncommmissioned officers o ke own-
ership of it. They have. Its well underway, and we
will momitor i through compleuon.

Berween now and June, we will “stay the course™
and complere our reconstitnution plan. As 1 mentioned,
this inclades reestablishing all of our garrison systems.
It also includes rerraining our indvidual Soldiers and
their leaders on our core competencies of physical reacdi-
ness, marksmanship, crew gunnery, and platoon theough
brigade mancuver, We'll remain focused on this recon-
stitution plan through the middle of June and then tran-
sition to deployment-specific organtzation and tramning,

We're also taking the lessons learned from our lase
deplovment 1o make improvements in rear detachment
operations and family support. BEven now, we're hold-
ing quarterty upsdates with the 14" Area Suppon Group
and with IMA-E to ensure we have and will continue
tor have the nght support in place tor our rear detach-
ments and for the tamilies of our deploving sobdiers.

This is a challenging time for all soldiers and
their families. We're fighting a war to ensure we can
Irve, work, play, and worship as we choose. We'ne also
part of an Army changing the way it i onganized and
the way it assiens soldiers so that we become more of-

fective and so that our OPTEMPO becomes more pre-

that vou have u:hmm serve ce such 58— =1
yours is the great b 1 [
cally graveful thar veu |

Armored D'mm Road conditions during the winter months can change very

- quickly in Europe, and can be deadly for unsuspecting driv-
ers. Heavy rain, snow, black ice, freezing rain, and fog are
responsible for Soldier deaths and injuries on European
roads every winter. All dovers must be prepared for pos-
sible changes in road conditions to avoid njuring them-
selves and others. In many cases, simply reducing speed

Infferiu;t;.

?:i hon s md ' ~will reduce rigks and prevent accidents.

2. Don't be dis .
stationing at these carly The following safety tips should be used
cortnand will keep 3 ~when driving in snowy conditions:
mformarion available -Slow down. “Triple the usual distance berween your car
what we know: lffhﬁm and the one ahead.

- Stay in the plowed lane; avoid drving over the ridges
berween the plowed areas. If you must swirch lanes, siow
down, signal, and move over skowly.

- If you skid, steer into the skid. For example, if the back
of your vehicle is skidding to the left, tarn the steering
wheel to the left.

=Do not pump your brakes and avoid locking them up. 1f
vour brakes lock, take your foot off the brake pedal for a
femnent.

- If you are involved in a fender-bender, move the ve-
hicles out of the lanes of mavel.

- Keep a blanket and flashlight in the vehicle.

- While driving, keep your headlights on. keep snow and
ice off vour mirrors, windows, and lights,

- As always, wears your seatbeles.

- If your vehicle has an anti-lock braking system (ABS)
and you must brake, be sure to press the brake pedal and
hold.
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Community tax centers open

"5 that ime of year again—_tax season. Some of us
cither despise its existence or fully embrace the possibility that
w might walk away a little ncher.

It 15 penerally recognesed that having one’s taxes pre
pared is adifficull challenge w most service members, Spouses,
and LS, civilian contractors whoare stationed overseas. The
Army, in recoznition of the limited resources overseas per
sonnel encounter, has provided a full range of tax preparation
services o those who are valid 1D card holders.

The Wieshaden Tax Cen-
ter will see people on a walk-

By Gpe. Daaficlle Jdelhamacs

RS because of inaccurate social securty mumbers, In the
past, W) percent of all ermors accounted for with e-Nled @ax
retums were because of incormect social security numbers.

You might be thinking, who doesn’t know ther own
social security number
I card? Surprisingly, sometimes the social secunty nom-

it"s evien printed on the back of the

ber that is displayed om the D card 15 incomect. Plus, those

soldiers and sponses who just ot marned or those who

Just had babies might not know the social security number
ol their loved ones by
hezart.

in basis, Monday through Fri-
day from Yam-4 pm. Appoint-
ments can be made and are
recommeended for those cus-
tonmers whose taxes are more
complex. For instance, you
might consider scheduling an
appointment if you own stocks
and bonds or rental properny.
On the flip-side, the tax
center will be unable toservice
the following cusiomers: ser
vice members or spouses who
hawve their own private business
in comjunction with their mili

Save vourself some money . ..

Local Tax Centers
are

FREE!

.'\T:-rrl'im; tor walicl 1LY eared hicelders

Even a one-digit dif-
Ference om the e-Nled ax
refirn or an incorrect
spelling of a name will
cause a return o be re-
jected by the IRS. There-
fore, the only solution 15 to
require that chents bnng a
previounsly accepted e-
filed tax return Or ther so-
cial security cards.

The other 10 percemt
of rejected e-filed tax re-
s are those where the
service member or spouse

tary employment.

For example, customers whe file Marricd Filing Joinily
in which a spouse owns a small computer consultation busi-
ness off-post cannot be served by the Tax Center. Two ex-
ceptions to this gmdance are 1D card holders who own up to
three rental properties and/or those whose spouses are Fam-
ily Care Providers (FCP).

S0, with W-2 form in hand, you are now ready o cash
in that pot of gold. Not so fast! Before going 1o your local
tax center, ensure that you have one or the other of the fol-
lowing items: a previous year's tax retum that was e-filed and
accepted or your social secunty cund.

Ome of the bizeest obstacles fuoed during last year™s tax
season was the number of e-liled 1ax retums rejected by the

&

is claimed by someone
else. This is an especially common problem typically for
young soldiers who have just joined the Army and are still
heing claimed by parents.

Adong with a copy of your W-2 form, bring any 1009
forms. These show interest earned from bank accounts,
interest on any stocks and bonds, and interest paid on col-
lege loans. Moreover. most Soldiers who were deployed
i1 2004 will more than likely expernience some kind of tax
break. Forexample, most military pay is not taxable while
serving in acombat zone.

Another tax benefit many soldiers wall qualify Toris the
Earned Income Credit.

According to the IRS Eamned Income Credit Fact

i e T e L s o e R ]

r}

book, put out by the Center of Budget and Policy Priori-
ties, “Eamed Income Credit (BIC) 15 a special tax benelit
For working people who eamn low or moderate meomes,
Workers who gualify for EIC and lile a federal tax return
can el back some or all of the federal income tax that was
taken out of their pay during the year”™ They may evien gel
additional money paid to them from the government,

Because deployved Soldiers” mcome is nof taxed, nuny
solddiers will qualify for EIC despite eammg a decent salary
in 2004, Both single and married soldiers may qualily for
EIC

Tax centers have been opened in Fricdberg, Giessen,
amd Baumbelder

Here are some {inal tips from the tax center that will
make the tax season more successful for chients and tax
preparers alike.

L1 1§ you are a Married Filing Jointly, both spouses
miust be present to correctly file tax forms, IFone spouse
cannot be present at the time of fling, then a special or
seneral power-of-attomey 15 regquired. Your local Legal
Assistance Office is available to prowvide powers-ol-aftor-
ey

2y For those 1D card holders who still have not filed
taxes for previous vears, the tax center can help you file
back taxes oo, Please schedule an appoiniment for this
Service.

3) Finally, in an effont to service as many clients as
possible and to maximize the space of the Wiesbaden Tax
Center, there will be no specific “play room™ designated
for small children who accompany parents to the Tax Cen-
ter. Please beave small children ar home.

The Wieshaden Tax Office opened its doors and
hegan seeing clients on Feb, 4. Tax seasonofficially ends
on April 15, 2005; however, those serving overseas re-
ceive a two-month extension to file. Therefore, all Tax
Centers will continue serving clients until June.

Editor’s Notwe: Spe. Daniclle Johanson is as-
signed to the IAD JAG Office and contributed to
this issue of Ironside Magazine through the IAD
Unit Writers Program. Please comtact 1AD PAQ at
IISN 337- 486 or CIV (611-705-4860 1f yvou are in-
terested in being published in Ironside Magazine.

America’s Tank Division®
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A noncommissioned officer with 1se Batealion, 94th Field
Artillery Regiment, and a private firse class with 69ch
Chenucal Company edged out the competition for the 151
Armored Division NCO» and Soldier of the quarter award
atter a three-dav competntion Jan. 11-14 in Friedbers,
Crermany.

St Jessy Carr and Ple. Aaron Jewel took top honors over
eight other Soldiers who competed for this awand.

The competition incorporated basic Solider skills, and
greneral military knowledge.

Each soldier and NCO was selected by the bngade
sergeant major to forward to compete at the gquarterly
COMHTIton.

Along with each soldier was a sponsor from the same
Brigade, whose responsibility was to prepare, coach and
support the competitors,

Each sponsor was with their competitor through out the

three-day competition making sure they had all the
equipment and puidance they needed.

Set. Nathan Hunr listens intently to task in-  Before event, the competitors and their sponsors were in
structions from a member of the board cadre  processed by venfyving personal data and being logged for
before being evaluared on the SALUTE re-  accountability. Each soldier was issued a room and braeted
port procedures over a secure network.

America’s Tank Division

| SECMESL Sl el aBeSaESl SES SES] ZRSEES Ul SEST S

- —ll .
&

= x

=

about the competition, shown mﬂﬂi
finally local wraining area.

“In-processing was conducted by the 17
very professional manmer,” said Sgr. 17 CI
noncommissioned officer in cb.a:ggtﬂfﬁ#
aperation was clearly rehearsed and well

Physical Fitness Test, which co
run, push-ups and situps.

competitors completed a written m
bricfed and sent out 1o accemplish
“The event 1 enjoyed most Eﬂ;’ﬁ'
This event is great exercise to h
Pre. Alexander Froede, 2nd

Mineteen stations were set I:Epi

Soldiers knowledge of basic

Small shelters were built and _ :
insurgents mimicked wh:rm@ '
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Y irer the board, the MOk and Soldicrs headed Are yo I—I o w =

over to the post's restaurant for an awards - - . ' ‘p
presentation and an informal get together. I i 1 l l 0 I i lg ‘ o

; : 5 By Pot, Jennifer M. Me Fadden
Command Sgr. Maj. Russell Sadler, 4th Brgade

and acring division command serpeant major,
gave a speech congrarulatng the competitors

for thewr offors,

“All of these NCOs, Soldiers and Sponsors
should be piven a hand,” he smd. “These soldiers
have all come here o perform these grueling
rasks in this terrible weather pust 1o prowve chey
are the bese.”

Following Sadler’s speech, the winners of the
event were announced and brought to the front
for a round of applause.

Carr and Jewel spoke with, and were
congratulated by, Command Sgt. Ma). Roger
Blackwood, the division command serpeant
mujor, who was unable to attend because of

State-side business, by phone. HOTIAL TEAINETS 15

Atter the conversation the division®s best BNCO)
aned Soldier were awarded comns and certuficates

for their performance.

Regardless of the competition’s outeome all the
soldiers are winners, said St Maj. Thomas
Ashton, 2nd Bamahon, 37th Armored Regiment

coraTd semprehint |'.I.Zli'!'lT.

This tvpe of training is very unportant for the

Pfec. Aaron Jewel, from the 69ch Chemical Company

: : : : : army because it reiterates commaon task training ; SAR S aeE
mives a sigh of relief after completing the nuclear, bio- : o S0 . bat th
: : : ; : which every soldier needs on the banlefield = R T
logical and chemical portion and final resting station 1 - e ”
i L 4 = e rerarclless of ol title, e s,
for the NCO and Soldier of the guarter competition. i I
Jewel taok tap honors in the three-day event, which rook T = : Soldi ! % Are DEmE COnSumEd o
f = X L has dvpe of cofmipetinon alsa oels aoldlers = - - -
place Jan. 11-14 in Fredberg, Germany. | : o B g

motvated o show they are the best” Ashion
sald, “To TECOpEilse Soldiers for therr

o f : :|-:_'|.'-::-:'|1E:-|Ih|1|r'|-:'r'|l-. should be a moovation for
oo Lowirrined frose Sreiious

The board, which was conducred |:|:._' the CYeryont.
division command serpeants major, included : . g
Editors Mote: The IAD SoldicrWNOCY of the E

Quarter Board has been modified o reflect

the focns on the Armys® Warrior Tasks and ! ry muscle f

Dierlls.

questions covering commaon tasks, milicary
history, military regulanons and other gpeneral
military knowwledpe.

I
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Bulldog Brigade receives Valorous Unit Awarg

The 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Artnored
[hwvision, at Fort Riley received the Valorous Unit
Yomrd Jan. 21, just betore the bogsnde returns o
Iracy.

The Secretary of the Army bestows the award
for herolsm in action arainst an armed enemy of
the United States. To recerve the award, a unit muse
display such gallantry, determination and esprit de
corps in accomplishing its mission under extremcly
difficult and hazardous conditons as to ser it apart
anad abowe other units prarncipating inn the same cam
paign. It rarely is gven to a anit arger than 2 bartal
103

“Nom all should be '|:-:ra-|||_{ o bee [part of this
e |:|ri::;_|-.:_|_',” said ol David |‘§.;_~_|'|.;;.|';__ ird BOT
cormmEander.

i"'i:'i_gll_ Cren, Michael Tucker, 1st Armeored
[Division’™ assistant division commander for maneu
1.'|_'r1'|:|:'r:-|_:_!rllu a message o Fort Eiley fromm Maj. Cren
Mhartin De THPELY, g1 Armoeed Division compmand
iyr rerieril.

W served Ir:-_l_'_-:'.'l'n.'l' in lrag in the most his
tosrie of fimes, e '-.‘E:'l‘.|||'.._ the Bulld: I5F |‘.'l.‘||'ll.'-'.|.
bringr the city of |"|-;|_'_l_|'u lad back to Life. The nation
1= torturate o bave the |"r|'.|||]l.a-J;:-C1 service,  Lucker
said.

The 3ed BCT reactivated at Fort Riley on Feb.
16, 1996, It deploved o Southwest Asia in support
ot £ Mperation Er:l-:|i Freedom from Teb, 20, 20003, to
April 15, 2004, Trs OIF mission inchaded comibat
followed by stability and support operations

Soldiers of the 3rd BCT said they were hon
oredd o reeeive the awand.

“We're all prowd o be recognized tor what we
i) said Sraff Ser. John Norman of Headguarters
and Headguarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 7tk
LTI,

“I think it’s great — great tor the unit, great fear
the morale of our Soldiers, especially tor the new
ones who haven’t experienced Irag vet. [ts great
for them to know the higher-ups are sull thinking
of us,” said Spt. Joshua Licheensteirer, of Company

A, Tiih Engineer Batealion.

Story and photo by April Blackmon

i T e i ey
[
;- S
o

Maj. Gen. Michael S. Tucker (left), assistant divi-
sfon commander for manvever, Ist Armored Divi-
sion, amnd Col. Dave Bishop (center), eommander,
3rd Brigade Combat Team at Forr Riley, help hang
a stresuner designating the brigade as a recipient
of the Valorous Unit Award o the brigade's colors.
The streamer and award were presented o honor
the brigade for its valor during Operation Iraqi Free-
dom during a ceremony Jan, 21 at Craig Fitness
Center at Fort Riley, a few days before the brigade

wias to redeploy o L.

America’s Tank Division™

Food Sernvice SpechISt
and NCQO) ofithel@iuantess

A specialist from the Service
Battery, 4th Barmalon, 27th Field Ar
tillery Repaiment, and a noncommnais
sioned otficer trom the 16ch Engineer
Battalion, won the lsi Armored
Diavision’s Dood Service Specialist and
MNOO of the Quarter competition held
at Wieshaden Army Airfield, _Fan. 25,

Spe. Lars Landers and Sge. Ander-
son Tull topped the other six Soldiers
i1 a question and answer board.

“This was the first hoard for the
fiscal year because the division was
down mange,” said Sgt. Maj. Randy 5
Vamer, 1ADS Logistics Section (-
4} food service serpeant major. “We
wanted all the cooks to get sertded in
ard gt back tooa routine™

The board, which was conducted
by food service NCOs from various
TAD brigades, covered both general
rilitary knosacledge and knowledge re-
lating to their military occupational
specialty of food service.

“Gretting ready for this board was
very time consuming, There were
many hours of studying, Mot just for
mysell bur one of my Soldiers was
here as well and we smdied and sup-
I.'H:-.."II.'I:I -:_':ll.']'l (JII‘]L‘I','” ‘51;qlr_:| -.[1I.||.|..

All noaminees completed a gues-
ton and answer board ar the brigade
level 1o reach the division competition.

“lI'was very pleased to get this far
It was very unespected 1o be selected

Story and photos Pvt. Jennifer M. McFadden

tor the bagade level. “To be gomng w . L=k
the nexe level is exciting,” said Landers. ===

The winners of the quarter === o
beard will move on to upeoming com- : j
pention at V Corps. S=5Es e =

Support for this board came in ' =R
the torm of a 350 gft cerificate from
the Edelweiss Hotel in Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, Germany, rwo $50 pift e
certificates trom the USO and a §25 = ===
pift certificate from the Army/Air . ===
Force BExchange Service '

Winners will also recerve an
Army Achieverment Medal, a erophy, a
four-day pass and a coin presented by
TAD conunander, Maj. Gen. Martin
Dempsey. The awards will be pre-
sened at a larer date.

Adter all was said and done two
winners walked out, ready 1o start the
pourney to the next board at Y Corps.

“Cooks don™t always get their
just due,” said Varner. “When the rest
of the unit is out in the field training
we ate here, behind the scenes, some-
tmes completely unseen. W, as food
service specialists, should recopnize
these outstanding and dedicated Sol-

ciers.”

Spe. Lars Lander (Frong), from Service
Bartery 4-27 FA and Sgr. Andeeson Tall
(Back} from the el Engineer Bavalion,
both food service specialisis, won top
Trovneers dn thve Food Service Specialiss amd
NCC of the Quarter competition af

Wiestiaden Army Airfield, fan. 25,
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